Editorial Policy
Positioning Statement
Since Conspectus is a scholarly publication that is evangelical in its
theological orientation (i.e. predominately classical and historically
orthodox in its interpretive approach), submissions entirely void of a
theological component (i.e. engagement with the Old Testament and
New Testament scriptures), along with submissions that deny, either
directly or indirectly, the key tenets put forward in the SATS statement
of faith, will not be considered for publication. It is in the discretion of
the editorial board to make the decision, and their decision is final.
Conspectus is a refereed evangelical theological e-journal published
biannually by the South African Theological Seminary (www.
satsonline.org). The journal is a publication for scholarly articles in any
of the major theological disciplines.
Purpose
The purpose of Conspectus is to provide a forum for scholarly, Biblebased theological research and debate. The journal is committed to
operate within an evangelical framework, namely, one that is
predominately classical and historically orthodox in its interpretive
approach, and that affirms the inspiration and authority of the JudeoChristian Scriptures. The journal seeks to publish well-researched
essays and reviews on a broad range of suitable biblical and theological
topics that are as clear and accessible as possible for the benefit of both
specialist and non-specialist readers.
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Standard
Conspectus aims to combine sound scholarship with a practical and
readable approach. Submissions must present the results of sound
research into a biblical, theological, or practical problem in a way that
would be valuable to scholars, pastors, students, missionaries, or other
Christian workers.
Kinds of Articles
Conspectus publishes three kinds of theological research:






Scholarly essays of 3000–10000 words on biblical, theological,
or ministerial topics, which should demonstrate mastery of the
current scholarship on the topic.
Book reviews of 1000–5000 words reviewing publications in
fields of interest to Conspectus. We favour detailed reviews that
can offer students and pastors insight into the content, strengths,
and limitations of the book.
Project reports of 1000–4000 words reflecting the findings of
theological research projects, including theses and dissertations.

Doctrinal Basis
In doctrine, the South African Theological Seminary is broadly
evangelical. We believe in the inspiration of Scripture, the doctrine of
the Trinity, the Lordship of Jesus Christ, the sinfulness of man, the need
for salvation through the atoning death of Jesus Christ, the ministry of
the Holy Spirit in and through believers, and the centrality of the local
church to the mission of God. SATS stands on the triune doctrinal
foundation—Bible-based, Christ-centred, and Spirit-led. Conspectus
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reinforces these three core theological tenets by means of scholarly
research that deliberates their meaning and application for the modern
church.
Submitting an Article
The author of an article that is submitted for review is required to
submit the names and contact details of three potential referees. The
entire review process is completely anonymous from the perspective of
both the reviewers and authors.
The Review Process
The article is provisionally evaluated by the senior editor or assistant
editor of the journal to determine whether it is in line with the type of
articles the journal publishes, and is of sufficient academic quality to
merit formal review. If in the opinion of the editor the submission is not
suitable, the author is notified and the article is not sent to reviewers. If
the editor sees some potential in the article, he proceeds with the
remainder of the review process.
The senior editor advances the submission to two referees with
appropriate expertise on the particular topic. The editor removes the
name of the author from the submission. The potential reviewer
receives an electronic copy of the submission, together with a
Conspectus Review Form, which contains three sections: (a) the review
criteria, (b) the recommendation, (c) developmental feedback (i.e.
comments).
Each reviewer is required to make a recommendation, which must be
one of the following four options: (a) publish without changes, (b)
publish with minor changes, (c) publish with major changes, and (d) do
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not publish. The reviewer is also expected to provide qualitative
comment on aspects of the article that he/she believes could be
improved.
The review process is developmental in nature; reviewers provide indepth assessment of both the strengths and weaknesses of the article. If
they recommend ‘publish with minor changes’ or ‘publish with major
changes’, they are expected to explain the perceived deficiencies and
offer possible remedies.
Based on the recommendations made by the reviewers, the editor
compiles the feedback for the author, indicating any changes that are
required prior to publication. The final decision as to which changes are
required lies with the senior editor. When the required changes are
substantial, the revised submission is returned to the reviewers so that
they can confirm that the deficiencies which they raised have been
adequately addressed.
In the case of conflicting reviews, the decision to publish or not publish
lies with the senior editor. If the senior editor sees merit in the
recommendations of both reviewers, he may forward the article to a
third referee.
Before publication, the author receives a proof copy of the article in
PDF format for final inspection and approval.
Closing dates for submissions:



28/29th of February for the March issue
31st of August for the September issue
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